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If you lose your vision one day, do you think

you would still be able to take photos?
‘Sightfeelng” was founded a few years

ago by six youngsters who promote “lind
photography” by acting as the eyes of the
visualy impaired. Fishing, one of the co-
founders, said they wanted to show the
public that photography can be ‘“non-visual
centric”. They aspire to break the stereotypes
of disabled people by directly conveyng the
thoughts of the visualy mpaired to the public

and showing how they realy live.
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Where It All Started: Sri Lanka

The idea of “Sightfeeling” started with a volunteer
trip in 2017. In 2016, the Olympics were held in
Brazil, and when Jodo Maia da Silva, a visually
impaired photographer, stunned the world with his
photo coverage of the Games. Fishing was among
the astonished. "It blew my mind that someone
visually impaired can take amazing pictures too.”
She wondered if it was possible to include “non-
visual” photography in the upcoming volunteer
trip. Ideas were swiftly put into action. Together
with five young photography enthusiasts, they
met a group of visually impaired photographers
during the preparation for the volunteer trip,
and bought a couple of digital cameras through
crowdfunding, and travelled to Sri Lanka to teach

local visually impaired people how to take photos.

Their endeavours did not stop when they returned
to Hong Kong. Their exhibition of the works of
visually impaired Sri Lankans was well received.
Afterwards, they kick-started “Sightfeeling” to
promote photography for the visually impaired.
You may be wondering how visually impaired
people can take pictures. Fishing explains
that every time they shoot, they work one-on-

one with a sighted collaborator who describes

the surroundings to the photographer. The
photographer then captures the scene with their
own interpretation and senses. “Let’s say we are at
the Qingjing Farm. We would first describe a big,
uneven lawn with a sheep on it and a mountain
range at the back. Then, we would tell them about
the level, the brightness, and where the target is to
give them a rough idea of the scene before asking

them what they want to shoot.”

Hearing, Touch and Smell are more Sensitive
than Sight

The visually impaired can shoot with their senses
of hearing, touch and smell. A world without sight
is sometimes a source of surprise. “Sightfeeling”
once organised a trip to Taiwan to shoot fireworks
ata New Year's Eve Party. Not many fireworks were
set off as the Taiwan government was promoting
environmental protection. The display was over
before they even finished setting up their tripods.
The only one who managed a shot was visually
impaired, who snapped a shot after sensing the
light and shadow and smelling the sulfur from the
fireworks. Another time, when they were hiking
and taking pictures of the landscape, a visually
impaired friend walked aside, saying he wanted to
take a picture of the flowers. “We told him there
aren’t any flowers because we didn't see any. It
turned out there were flowers. He knew because

he could smell them.”
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A Window of Understanding Opened by
Photography

Sighted people may have a lot of questions about
the visually impaired. They may still be stuck with
stereotypes. Fishing gets asked a lot of questions,
like “Can the visually impaired get married?”, or
"Canthey goonatrip?” She thinks only the visually
impaired can change this. "Most of the time,
people with visual impairment are ‘represented’
by family members or social workers who express
their feelings for them. The public usually do
not get to communicate with them directly.”
Through photographs, spectators may enter the
everyday life of the visually impaired right away.
"Photographs are very direct. The scene they
shoot shows the world they perceive. It is an ideal

chance for them to express themselves.”

Avisually impaired photographer, an acquaintance
of Fishing, once pressed the shutter button when
he saw a ray of light falling on his wife when he got
home one day. He was so happy with the picture
that it was as if he had won the lottery. That picture
was displayed in a photo exhibition and opened
a door of understanding between the normal
sighted and the visually impaired. “Perhaps a lot
of people pity the visually impaired and imagine
that they always have to depend on others; in
fact, they too can live ordinary and hopeful lives,

commuting to and from work like everyone else.”

Treating the Camera as Eyes as Vision
Worsens

"Sightfeeling” organises guided tours from
time to time for visually impaired people to take
photos and for sighted people to experience
“blind photography” blindfolded. They also
sell postcards made from the works of visually
impaired photographers, which are well received.
While everything looks fine now, they have faced
rounds of criticism. “Many people call us fools.
They doubt if we can make money.” Despite all
these, Fishing and her friends hang on for a belief:

“If our work is meaningful, we will keep going.”

The six members of “Sightfeeling” have jobs
in different fields, including teacher, flight
attendant, journalist and designer. They picked
up photography when Nga Tsin Wai Village in
Kowloon City was being demolished years ago.
“We wanted to record what would soon vanish
to preserve beautiful moments and things.” This
echoes why some visually impaired people pick up
photography: they never know when they will lose
their sight completely, especially for those whose
sight deteriorates day by day. They treat the
camera as their eyes to preserve everything before
their eyes. “Even if they can shoot today, it doesn't
mean they will be able to shoot tomorrow,” Fishing
said. "But they are still willing to try different
things and live their lives to the fullest. This is what

motivates me to keep ‘Sightfeeling’ going.”



