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As Comma opened the plain—-looking wallet in her hand,
the witty secret of this award-winning walet was
revealed. There are raised markings on a panel inside

to indicate the banknote denominations. Users can slide
banknotes up against it to single out the banknote they
Nneed. A few years ago, Comma set up a design studio
caled “Mosi mosi” and designed this walet that works
based on touch for the visualy impaired. She has received

widespread acclaim and won several design avwards.

Comma. wore a big smile on her face throughout the

entire interview with her eyes crinkling. She said her work

philosophy was to make life easier for those in need

through her designs. Just ke the name of her studio,
‘Mosi mosi’, which sounds like Cantonese for ‘“no worries’,
she has the confidence to overcome any difficulties and

trusts that everything wil be fine.
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Comma graduated from the Hong Kong
Polytechnic University in 2015 with a degree in
Visual Communication. The idea of the wallet
dates back to her Final Year Project. At first,
inspired by her poor health since childhood,
she wanted to base her project on the topic of
health. Comma spent half a semester recording
her health status, gathering numbers that
turned out to be meaningless in the end. After
spending time looking for the true essence
of health, she realised that it lies in happiness,
and that happiness comes from helping others.
Eventually, Comma decided to launch a project
for the disabled, noting that “there are few
products available to the disabled in the market
because, after all, they might not be the most
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profitable for businesses to develop or sell.

Seizing the Chance after Encountering a
Visually Impaired Person

Once her goal was set, the next step was research.

Comma once met a visually impaired person on

an MTR ride. Out of curiosity, she followed him

for a while. Within a short period of time, she
witnessed the inconveniences he encountered
and the scenes were ingrained in her mind. “"He
could have missed a step on the stairs, hit the wall
or even go off the pavement by accident.” Finally,
she plucked up her courage and approached
the visually impaired man to explain the project
she was working on. He invited her to visit the
Hong Kong Society for the Blind. “After that, |
met another visually impaired friend, Kit Ying.
| went out a couple of times with her, and she
always asked me the same question: ‘Comma,
how much is this banknote worth? Then, |
realised it was difficult for them to differentiate
banknotes of different denominations, so | took

the opportunity to look into the issue.”

A note-measuring template exists to help
the visually impaired differentiate between
banknotes. However, Comma noted, “Using the

template means that they need to take an extra
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item with them, which is inconvenient.” She
came up with the idea to incorporate the note-
measuring template into the wallet by attaching
a special panel with a scale to a leather wallet.
The user only needs to slide the banknotes up
against the panel to tell their value according to
the width. People with visual impairment would
be able to identify the banknote denominations
and avoid being ripped off. “They don't need to
ask others how much the banknotes are. This is

about their autonomy and dignity.”

The Problem-Solving Wallet

Comma manufactured 1,500 In:visible Wallets
and worked with the Society for the Blind for
distribution. The wallets were so well received
that they were all quickly accounted for. She
recalled, "They were overwhelmed when they
received the wallets. Some even bowed. | guess

they felt respected.”

And so, the distribution of the wallets came to an
end. Instead of becoming a graphic designer, the
experience of developing the wallet opened up
a different path for Comma. She set up a studio
called "Mosi mosi” and was approached by
various social welfare organisations for potential
collaborations. Last year, she participated in

the Good Seed Project and received the Social

Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development
Fund (SIE Fund) to produce 500 more In:visible
Wallets. She also created artworks with people
with varying disabilities, such as painting with
people with autism and using the images on
mooncake packaging. She has also been working
with the studio at the Spastics Association of
Hong Kong lately to make cloth face masks for
sale.

Comma'’s vision for “Mosi mosi” is to work
with people with different disabilities and help
them achieve their full potential, breaking
the stereotypes of the disabled through the
products. “They can do more than just packaging
and sorting envelopes. Everyone has their own

potential. It's just a matter of finding ways to

unleash it.” Comma said with a smile.

Instead of focusing on how fancy the design is,
Comma focuses on the practicality, in line with
the vision of “Mosi mosi”. “'Mosi mosi’ sounds
like the Cantonese for 'no worries’, which means
that no matter what difficulties you encounter,
you will be fine. Just like this wallet—Use it and
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all your troubles will be gone!” Her eyes crinkled

as she broke into her signature smile once again.



