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What makes a good design? Consumers look

for qualities like innovation, aesthetics, practicalkbiity
and most importantly, the value for its money.
Through Sky Hui and his creative approach, design
actualizes greater pursuits. The designer's concepts
are manifested in different aspects from material

selection, types of production techniques, to forms

of lalbour division, even reflecting a response to
the current day and age. “Link the Unlnk”, Sky Hui's
project organised by the Good Seed, is an attempt

to implement his design concepts.
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| met with Sky Hui at a co-working space
Innospot in Lai Chi Kok, where his design base
is located. In 2017, Sky Hui participated in the
Good Seed programme and initiated “Link the
Unlink”, a project that allowed the unemployed
and underemployed to participate in the
production of tote bags and wooden cameras
he designs. It aimed at equipping them with the
craftsmanship skills in addition to offering them
job opportunities. One might wonder why a
designer would work outside his field and involve
the disadvantaged in the production process. Is
not making a good design the sole mission of a

designer? Yet for Sky Hui, this is a response to the

world entering the era of Industry 4.0.

Will Industrial 4.0 lead to mass layoffs?

Industry 4.0, also known as the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, is a business model that employs
intelligent and internet technologies to create a
manufacturing industry that fuses the virtual world
with the physical world. This effectively reduces
the cost of customisation and breaks away from
the previous model of selling mass-produced,
identical products. “Even global brands are
going niche nowadays, which means no more
mass-production and the increase in the use of
computers and machines to maintain production
quality. It implicates mass layoffs.” Sky Hui
presumes the change of business models in big
companies would impact the livelihoods of a lot

of people: for example, demographic groups such

as the elderly, and single-skilled workers would

be phased out in the job market. “These human
resources now released to the market would
require jobs, probably in areas that require even
fewer advanced skills. But are we be able to offer
jobs that are more interesting and which can give

them more satisfaction?”

Furthermore, while a customized production
model seemingly frees itself from waste created
from the mass production model of the past,
is it necessarily more environmentally friendly?
Ideally, under industry 4.0, companies adjust their
production output according to customer needs
and reduce overproduction, thereby eliminating
resource waste and are more environmentally
friendly. With regards to this, Sky Hui adopted a
wait-and-see attitude. “Enterprises that can even
customise environmental protection are indeed
very impressive. But if we scrutinize their idea
of environmental protection, how genuine is it
really?”. Regardless, as an independent designer,
he is willing to lead by examples and design
environmentally friendly products. “l try to use
materials that are sustainable, and that are even
upcycling.” The tote bags Sky Hui designs are the

perfect examples of his belief.

A Local Design that Connects the Unprivileged
In Hong Kong period dramas, we often see
prisoners wearing shackles when they were
banished to the frontiers. The shackles were
what coincidentally inspired Sky Hui to design his

tote bag. "My concept begins with a question -
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is it possible for the shackles to be fastening the
fabric instead of a human body? | find it feasible
and therefore started to build wooden shackles
with wine boxes or lumber leftover from friends
of the design industry. There are four holes in the
shackles. You can simply find a piece of cotton or
nylon cloth that is in a square or rectangular shape,
such as a used but clean sheet, curtain, jackets,
tarpaulin or tablecloth. A tote bag is completed
by simply threading the piece of cloth through the
shackles and attaching a handmade leather strap,”
Sky Hui recounted. Materials used in the design are
not only environmentally friendly, but also local.
For instance, the straps were made from cowhide
from locally butchered cattle. In keeping with Sky
Hui's dedication to environmental conservation,
he also approached local beekeepers for natural
beeswax which could be applied on tote bags that
used cotton as the main fabric for stain-proof and

waterproof purposes.

A good design earns its applause; the tote
bag won two awards in the United States and
the Best Climate Innovation Award in last
year's Zero Carbon Pitch in Hong Kong. More
importantly, the simple design of the tote bag
allows the production process to be homemade,
making it a bridge between Sky Hui and the
unprivileged, providing job opportunities for
the unemployed and forging the success of the
project “Link the Unlink”. During its process, Sky
Hui was introduced by a friend to the Christian

Family Service Centre and cooperated with the

institution to involve their disabled members in
the making of making tote bags. “They were all
very good. The members responsible for the laser
cut procedure were mostly youths with prior hand
injuries; the members in charge of processing
the leather also had impairments or disabilities.
They were all professional and talented. It's just
that their disabilities pose difficulties for them to

handle mainstream works,” said Sky Hui.

Ten years a vision held true

Before the project “Link the Unlink”, Sky Hui had
been in the design industry for quite some time. In
2008, he had to return to Hong Kong to take care
of his family after completing his master's degree
in the UK. It was in the middle of the financial crisis.
He noticed the trend of upcycling in Hong Kong
and decided to join it, especially when many were
seemingly not grasping its essence and achieving
sustainability. He had been trained in cross-media
creation with a keen sense of materials, techniques,
and art. It led him to design his upcycling wooden
camera by integrating elements such as waste
wood, laser cutting and photography, beginning
his creative journey. From cameras to tote bags,
and with more works ready to be released, for over
a decade he has been persistent in creating works
that reflect his vision. “I think my vision focuses
mainly on two aspects: human-centred design
and the environment. | hope to establish better
relationships between people, and between
people and the world through sustainable

products or works.”



