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‘It's My motivation. When | teach my students, | see myself”

Twiggy Chan was diagnosed with dyslexia at the age of
16. She once loathed the idea of learning and faied all her
exams. Her future seemed bleak. She later met a teacher
who enlightened her albout learning. Eventually, she got
iNto university, olbtained two mMmaster’s degrees and set

up Boaz International Education Institute. Her mission is

to guide students with special educational needs (SEN)

to acknowledge their self-worth and overcome learning
difficulties. With the helo of Good Seed, Twiggy had
another breakthrough two years ago and established
the “SENovate” program, which encourages students to

become to entrepreneurship and explore their potentials.
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Studying Was Hell

“I would cry, roll on the floor and throw up every
day at school. | would pull my hair, break my pencils
into half and tear my homework into pieces.” To
Twiggy, who was diagnosed with dyslexia, school

was like hell from the first day until the third grade.

She did not know that she had dyslexia until she
was 16. Before that, she just thought that learning
was painful. She went to the UK to study abroad
duringhersecondary schoolyears, but hersituation
remained dire. She scored U (Unclassified) in all of
her mock exams. “If you have studied abroad, you
would know how difficult it is to get a U in GCSE.
People who failed usually get a D or an E, but not

a U,"” she said.

The failure in the mock exams was a heavy blow to
Twiggy and she hit the rock bottom. Fortunately,
the principal introduced her to a teacher who
changed her life. This teacher, who was different
from other teachers, helped Twiggy find out what
she knew and what she did not. “Teachers would
often ask me what is it that | didn’t understand,
but | couldn’t tell, because | myself didn't know
what | have learnt.” Before every revision,
this teacher made Twiggy understand what
“learning” was and did not try to force everything
into her head, instead she made sure that she
thoroughly understood the concept. Eventually,
Twiggy made huge improvements and managed
to get a B in the three Science subjects she took

in the public exam.

She graduated with distinction and received a
scholarship to study at the University of Hong
Kong. She then furthered her studies and
pursued Master's Degrees in Inclusive and Special

Education and Social Work.

SEN Students Can be Entrepreneurs too

Twiggy is convinced that every child is capable of
learning. Therefore, she decided to take a diploma
in education and set up Boaz International
Education Institute, which specialises in teaching
SEN students. The centre is dedicated to teach
students in fun, simple and effective ways and

nurture them to become independent learner.

Wit the help of Good
Seed, Twiggy started the
SENevate” program to
nurture SEN students fnto
YOuUng entrepreneurs. The
program’s aim is not te
put participants en the
path of entrepreneurship,
but to instll the spirft of
entrepreneursiip fn dhem

through practice.

Participants will develop problem-solving skills,
creativity, communication skills and knowledge
about their own strengths, which will empower
them to choose their career paths. Through
supporting social entrepreneurship programs,
Good Seed hopes to generate social benefits and
build social capital. Similarly, Twiggy believes that

developing an entrepreneurial spirit at a young
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age not only benefits the individual, but also the
society. Her ambition was acknowledged by Good
Seed, so she was awarded the seed fund to launch

her nine-month “SENovate"” program.

Helping Students See Dyslexia as a Gift

Twiggy pointed out how creative the students
in the “SENovate” program are. She gave an
example of astudentnoticing the lack of awareness
about recycling in the community and invented a
recycling machine. The machine encourages the
community to recycle more by giving out a toy

each time someone uses the recycling machine.

"SENovate” offers students a chance to shine
and build their self-image in the process of
entrepreneurship. Twiggy said that some students
used to feel ashamed about having dyslexia, but
now they regard it as a gift. “They now understand
that they are not incapable of learning. They know
that they can continue with their studies and that

they have a choice in their future.”

Seeing Herself in Her Students

Twiggy stressed that mentors should possess
the entrepreneurial spirit as well. “For example,
when leading a group, it is critical to transform
conflicts within the group into a catalyst for better

cooperation.”

Obstacles often arise when setting up a social
enterprise. It takes a lot of effort to promote the
program in schools and to teach students in the
centre. Twiggy had once considered giving up,
but when she saw the success of her students and
the recognition they received from their parents
and teachers, she realised that the hard work was
worthwhile. “Every response we received has an
impact on us, and through the responses, we
were able to recognize the students’ courage
to stepping out of their comfort zones. In some
stances, some students even choose to help other
groups, despite their own difficulties. It reaches
the bottom of my heart and gives me the strength

to keep going,” she said.

Helping others is also a form of self-redemption.
“It's my motivation. When | teach my students, |
see myself in them.” Especially when students
show gradual improvement, breaking through
their comfort zones, Twiggy feels like she is helping
her old self. “I have met some good friends and
teachers who led me out of the maze. | hope to do

the same for these students,” Twiggy remarked.



