Principal Eagle Brings the Spirit of
Innouation to the Classrooms
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Opportunity in Crisis: Importance of
Technological Education Recognised

As the novel coronavirus pandemic ravages the
world, Hong Kong students are continuing to learn
even though classes are suspended. Learning from
home and remote courses are Now Nnew NorMms

iN education. There is opportunity iN crisis,

with parents and teachers actively rethinking

future approaches to education.
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Eagle Chan, also known as “Principle Eagle”,

as received many requests for advice from

teachers and social workers on giving lectures

and distributing homework online. In the early

stages of the pandemic, he sensitively started
sharing online teaching videos for free and giving
technical support on online teaching. He hopes
to apply his knowledge in technology to help
the industry achieve “suspending classes without
suspending learning”.
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Eagle thinks that teachers who lack previous
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experience in online teaching might find it difficult

to adapt to the sudden change in the mode of

teaching, which reflects that the importance of
technology. He hopes that science education will
be popularised and made good use in Hong Kong,
nd enable Hong Kong's scientific development

to have a profound progress.
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Returnlng to the Classroom and Falling Flat
the System
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After graduating from the Chinese University

of Hong Kong with a degree in computer
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engineering, Eagle joined a large local company
as a computer technician. Yet, he found his job
mundane and dull, failing to match his ambition.
He realised that he preferred to work with people
instead of sitting in front of the computer all day

long. With his aspiration to contribute to society,
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he returned to the campus and took an education-
related course, embarking on his journey as
“Principal Eagle”.

Eagle proclaimed his vision: “I hope to
bring knowledge to students from different
backgrounds.” Born in a grassroots family, Eagle
did not have easy access to computers before
entering university. He believes that learing
about computers and technology can help the
underprivileged move up the social ladder.
However, his three years as a Computer Science
teacher revealed the conservativeness of the
education system. “Students only need to focus
on public exams and internal assessments. Why

should they learn about technology? Computer

Science is not an important subject anyway.”

Being exam-oriented hinders the development of
students and limits their potentials. Eagle believes
that learning is something personal. He dislikes
spoon-feeding in education because it forces
students into learning something they do not want
to and confuses them. He thinks that everyone has
different strengths. He hopes that students can
learn to appreciate themselves and develop their
strengths. To him, simply knowing how to paint,
write a program or do an experiment is already
“Exam results and academic

an achievement.

achievements do not define your success.”
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A New Idea that Brings Technology into the game-based virtual teaching materials. For

lassroom )
example, in the past, students could only take

Realising that his teaching philosophy - was turns to do experiments in a weekly chemistry

incompatible with the system, Eagle resigned . . . .
! pati w y - Fa9 '9 class. But through virtual teaching materials with

from his teaching position and started his own . . .
I ng postt 1S oW both image and audio, students can simulate
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a program that provides online STEM (science, . .

‘ keep trying and observing the procedure over and

technology, engineering and mathematics)
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over again until you understand it.”
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ctivities and DIY leaming kits for children aged
to 12 with special educational needs (SEN). The

order and speed of answering questions and the
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students’ strengths are analysed by computer
to show the students’ needs and facilitate their
earning progress. The Lab also observed a 20%
increase in the percentage of tests students took on

the software compared to tests that were printed
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out, indicating the success in creating a higher
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— learning engagement level and sustainability.

They also made use of the funding to organise
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workshops and exhibitions in schools for parents H ©p@ {EC@
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schools are now offering more related subjects
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and courses. Despite so, Eagle thinks that it can
o more further. Therefore, he suggests to put
chnology directly into the hands of students,

trying to spark their interest in science through
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